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Attendance

According to PDE’s guidance, schools must account for student attendance whether in
person or online. If we move to an online model for all students, the below guidelines will
be followed.

In order to determine if a student is present or absent, Daily Homeroom Attendance will
be taken each day.

Elementary Daily Homeroom Attendance will be taken during Morning Meeting.

Middle School Daily Homeroom Attendance will be taken during Morning Meeting.
In addition, Sapphire Class/Period Attendance will be taken for each subject/core
content area.

Secondary Daily Homeroom Attendance will be taken during Period 2 and 6. In
addition, Sapphire Class/Period Attendance will be taken for each subject/core
content area.

Attendance Excuses:

Each school has a dedicated attendance email. If your child is late or absent, forward
your child’s excuse via email or to your child’s teacher.

schoolnameattendance@allentownsd.org

Include the following information:
Student Name
Student ID
Parent/Guardian Name
Date Absent
Message

Temporary Absence Permits can be found on our district website or in your main office.

Once completed, requests can be sent to the school dedicated attendance email or
dropped off in the main office.

If students are absent for an extended period due to COVID-19, a doctor’s note is
required.
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Travel Guidelines

Travel can increase your chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. Guidance related to travel
and quarantine after travel depends on your immunization status and changes frequently. If you
plan to travel, please visit the CDC website for travel guidance and quarantine requirements.  If
you have any questions, ask your school nurse.

For travel within the US:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html

For travel outside the US:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html

COVID-19 Key Terms

Asymptomatic: Showing no symptoms of disease. A person infected with the virus can
be asymptomatic because they are in an early stage of infection and symptoms have not
yet developed (“pre-symptomatic”), or they may not develop any symptoms at all during
their infection.

Cases: People who have been infected with the virus that causes COVID-19. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) case definition for COVID-19 includes
confirmed and probable cases.

Coronavirus/COVID-19: The name of the disease caused by the novel coronavirus,
SARS-CoV-2, and is short for “Coronavirus Disease 2019.” group of viruses common in
humans and animals. Some coronaviruses produce the common cold; SARS and MERS
are also both coronaviruses. COVID-19 is a new type of coronavirus.

Close Contact for students: Someone who was within 3 feet of an unmasked infected
individual for a consecutive total of 15 minutes or more at one time.

Close Contact for staff and other adults in the school setting: Someone who was
within 3 to 6 feet of an unmasked infected person for a consecutive total of 15 minutes or
more at one time.

Community Transmission/spread: Infections identified in a given geographic area
without a history of travel elsewhere and no connection to a known case.
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COVID Vaccine: A vaccine intended to provide acquired immunity against COVID-19.

Contact tracing: The process of identifying, assessing, and managing people who have
been exposed to a contagious disease to prevent onward transmission.

Exposure: Unprotected within 6 feet of another person who is positive for 15 minutes or
longer to lessen the fear related to casual contact.

Isolation is when the public health staff direct cases to stay home, in a hospital, or in a
care facility to ensure they do not expose others with COVID-19. Individuals who are
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 should be immediately isolated while waiting for test
results. Public health staff handle case investigation steps including determining close
contacts during the infectious period.

Outbreak: During (and because of) a case investigation and contact tracing, two or more
contacts are identified as having active COVID-19, regardless of their assigned priority
OR Two or more patients with COVID-19 are discovered to be linked, and the linkage is
established outside of a case investigation and contact tracing (e.g., two patients who
received a diagnosis of COVID-19 are found to work in the same office, and only one or
neither of the them was listed as a contact to the other).

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment): An acronym for personal protective equipment.
It describes the special masks, clothing and gloves worn by care providers to shield them
from contagious illnesses.

Pre-symptomatic: Someone who has been infected with a virus but isn't yet showing
symptoms.

Quarantine: is used to keep someone who might have been exposed to COVID-19 away
from others. Quarantine helps prevent spread of disease that can occur before a person
knows they are sick or if they are infected with the virus without feeling symptoms. People
in quarantine should stay home, separate themselves from others, monitor their health,
and follow directions from their state or local health department.

Self-isolation: Separating oneself from others because you are sick.

Self-quarantine: Separating oneself from others because you have been exposed to a
sick person.

Social distancing: The act of increasing physical space between people to decrease the
spread of an illness. (In the case of COVID-19, social distancing of at least three feet for
students except when eating or drinking and six feet for adults is recommended.)
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Symptomatic: Showing symptoms of COVID. Symptoms include but are not limited to:
Fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body
aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea.

COVID 19 Symptoms

CDC COVID-19 Symptom List:

People with COVID-19 have a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild
symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.
People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:

● Fever or chills ●     Headache
● Cough ●     New loss of taste or smell
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing ●     Sore throat
● Fatigue ●     Congestion or runny nose
● Muscle or body aches
● Diarrhea ●     Nausea or vomiting

*This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this
list as we learn more about COVID-19. *

Health Room Visits

If a student begins to exhibit symptoms or is observed exhibiting symptoms during the
school day:

● Nurse will be notified.
● Students will be escorted to the health room by school staff.
● The student will be separated in the building specific designated isolation

room/space and evaluated/assessed.
● Parent(s)/ guardian(s) of a symptomatic student will be notified immediately

of their child’s status and asked to pick up the student.
● Parent(s)/ guardian(s) will be encouraged to contact their physician or go to

a healthcare facility depending on the severity of the symptoms.
○ Students will remain isolated until picked up or dismissed from

school.
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○ The school nurse will provide guidance on return to school
requirements, return to school date, COVID testing facilities, and
medical follow-up.

○ Students cannot return until the CDC guidelines are met.

**Students should not come to/be sent to school and need to notify the school nurse if
the student becomes sick with COVID-19 symptoms, tests positive for COVID-19, or have
been exposed to someone with COVID-19 symptoms or a confirmed or suspected case.**

ASD Wellness App

All ASD families are required to self-screen prior to coming to school using the ASD
Wellness App or the self screening questions on the next page. You can create an
account using your personal email.

Instructions:

1. Download the app.
2. Allow Notifications  - After you download and open the app, make sure you allow

for notifications if required.
3. Select Your School(s) - Select the schools that are relevant to your family.
4. Open the all and click on the “COVID - 19 Screener”

a. If submitting for self, simply follow on-screen instructions.
5. If submitting for a student, click “Submit for Others”

a. Register student(s) by entering name, grade and electing school under
“Main Site”

b. Once student(s) is registered, complete screening for student or select
“Every student” if more than one student is in the household and answer
questions.

**If you are unable to download the ASD Wellness App, use the Daily Symptom
Screening Tool to screen your child(ren) prior to coming to school.
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COVID - 19 Daily Symptom Screening Tool

Please use the below questions daily before sending your child to school:

1. Have you or anyone in your household had any of the following symptoms in the
last 48 hours:

Column A

1 or more symptoms (Stay Home)

Column B

2 or more symptoms  (Stay Home)

☐ Cough

☐ Fever (100.0°F or higher)

☐ Difficulty breathing

☐ New loss of sense of smell

New loss of sense of taste

☐ Shortness of breath

☐ Sore throat

☐ Runny nose/congestion

☐ Chills or severe shivering

☐ Muscle aches or body aches

☐ Headache

☐ Diarrhea

☐ Nausea or Vomiting

Fatigue

*Student should be kept home for

vomiting/diarrhea per school guidelines*

2. Have you been in close contact in the last 14 days with anyone who had
COVID-19 or symptoms consistent with COVID-19?

3. Have you or anyone in your household been tested for COVID-19?
4. Have you or anyone in your household traveled outside of the state within the past

10 days?

Your child should should stay home if you:

Answered yes to any of the above questions OR

Has one or more symptoms in Group A OR

Has two or more symptoms in Group B OR

Is taking fever reducing medication.

**Call your school nurse if you have questions.**
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Mask/Face Covering Guidelines

A mask helps prevent a person who is sick from spreading the virus to others and offers
protection to the wearer as well. Universal masking will remain in place for all staff and
students throughout ASD for quarter 1.  Quarterly masking decisions will be made based
on the recommendations from the CDC, the PA Department of Health and local
COVID-19 data.

A mask is not a substitute for social distancing. Per CDC guidelines all students must
always wear a mask except when they are eating and drinking during designated times or
during mask breaks.

Students can bring their own masks to school. If a student does not wear a mask, an ASD
issued cloth mask will be provided prior to entering the building. Masks provided by ASD
will be collected at the end of each day and laundered on a weekly basis.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, children two years and older are
required to wear a face covering unless they have a medical or mental health condition or
disability, documented in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act or IDEA,
that precludes the wearing of a face covering in school. Accommodations for such
students should be made in partnership with the student’s health care provider, school
nurse, and IEP/504 team.

Acceptable Masks Unacceptable Masks

Masks with 2 or more layers of breathable,
washable fabric

Masks made of fabric that makes it hard to
breath like leather or vinyl.
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8



2021-2022 Student & Family COVID-19 Information

Non-medical, disposable masks Masks with exhalation valves or vents, which
allow virus particles to escape.

A mask that covers your nose and mouth and
fits snugly against the sides of your face and
doesn’t have gaps.

Neck gaiters, a wide tube of fabric worn around
the neck.

Wearing a scarf or ski mask as a face mask

Mask Breaks

In addition to the break that eating breakfast and lunch provides, students will receive
additional mask breaks at the discretion of classroom teachers.

Mask breaks must adhere to the following:

● Mask Breaks outside of lunch and breakfast should be no more than 10 minutes in
length.

● Mask Breaks will occur while seated at 6 feet of distance either at desks or
outside.

Special Education/ Students with a Medical Condition

Appropriate and consistent use of masks may be challenging for some children and for
people of any age with a medical condition or certain disability, including people who have
high sensitivity to materials on their faces, difficulty understanding why wearing a mask is
protective (such as those with an intellectual disability), or those who have problems
controlling their behavior. If this applies to your child, please discuss with your child’s
special education teacher/ IEP team or school nurse. The IEP team, including parents,
will develop a plan for the student based on individual needs/ circumstances. The
discussion may include sharing information about the specific reason(s), positive behavior
supports for home and school to encourage mask-wearing, whether it is safe for the
student to attend school without a mask, and/ or consideration of alternate forms of
learning, when appropriate.
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Exemptions to wearing a face mask:

● When eating or drinking indoors while maintaining social distancing of at least 3
feet;

● During “mask breaks” when students are at least 6 feet apart that last no longer
than 10 minutes;

Social Distancing

Social distancing limits face to face contact and is the best way to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. Social distancing of at least 3 feet of distance will be implemented at all times.

Hand Hygiene

Regular hand washing will be encouraged as a preventative action to lessen the spread
of viruses. In addition, hand sanitizer will be available as needed.

Cleaning & Disinfection Protocol

The district will implement a multi-step cleaning protocol in all schools, to include daily
disinfection of touchpoints — drinking fountains, handrails, door handles, sinks, toilets,
partition walls and locks. Other daily disinfection will include bathroom floors, student
desks and chairs, locker handles and computer mice and keyboards.  If there is a concern
of possible contamination, areas will be deep cleaned using CDC recommended & EPA
approved disinfectants that effectively kill the COVID-19 virus.

Lunch tables will be disinfected by lunch paraprofessionals, custodians and food service
staff between each lunch group. High touch points on school buses, such as the backs of
seats and handrails, will be wiped down and sprayed with disinfectant after each riding
group. Bathrooms will be cleaned frequently throughout the day.

Students will have assigned classroom seating in the classroom and lunchroom. Sharing
of materials will be limited when possible or disinfected between use. Sharing of materials
will be discouraged.

Grab & Go Meals (If we move to an online model)

Grab and Go Meal Pick-Up for virtual students will be Monday - Friday, every day,
between the hours of 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM.

Last Updated: September 13, 2021
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On Fridays, students will continue to receive a weekend meal bag. Students attending
hybrid learning on Fridays will also receive a weekend meal back to take home. There will
be no more meal delivery on the bus routes.

Non-Compliance of Health & Safety Guidelines

1. Educate and Encourage student compliance.

a.    Parent Phone call to explain the expectation not being followed.

2.    Remind student of the expectation

a.    Support/ intervention will be given

b.    Parent Phone call to explain the expectation not being followed.

3.    Communicate the expectation

b.    Administrator will follow up with the student and determine
support/intervention.

c.    Administrator will call the parent

4.    Call the office to report repeated non-compliance of health and safety expectations.

b.    Student will be removed from class

c.    Administrator will contact the parent to pick up the child if safety isn’t
maintained.

d.    Students may be assigned to virtual learning if and until health and safety
guidelines can be followed.

Last Updated: September 13, 2021
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Responding to COVID-19

ASD will post information on reported cases of COVID-19 in our buildings on
our ASD Dashboard. The cases listed include both students and staff and will
be updated at the end of each day a positive case is reported.

Parent & Staff Notification

When a case is identified in a school:

● A School Messenger Message and letter will be sent to all
parents/guardians in that school in English and Spanish. A letter will be
sent to staff.

● A sample of this letter can be found below the dashboard.
● The ASD Student Services Department and Human Resources

Department will complete contact tracing and be in contact with anyone
who may need to quarantine.

Classroom / Building Closure

Cases on the dashboard list the date of the person's last day in school/work and remain
on the dashboard for 14 days. If a positive individual has been absent from school for
more than 14 days, the case is not listed on the dashboard.

To ensure student and staff privacy, ASD will not provide any further information regarding
affected individuals.

When a potential COVID-19 outbreak is suspected, the Allentown Health Bureau will work
together with ASD to provide guidance and recommendations related to quarantine and
the closing of classrooms or the entire school building, if necessary. If it is decided that a
classroom or school will be closed temporarily, those staff and students will move to full
virtual instruction until the end of the quarantine/isolation period. The thresholds are
determined based on the number of staff/students in a building. The case count resets
after the period a school building is closed.

Last Updated: September 13, 2021
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More information on how ASD will use the guidance from PDE to determine building or
classroom closure can be found here.

Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY CHILD IS EXPERIENCING SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19?

● Keep child home from school
● Contact doctor and arrange for COVID-19 testing
● For medical emergencies dial 911 – this includes, but is not limited to, severe

shortness of breath, trouble breathing, chest pain, chest tightness, and or blue
tinge to lips or mouth

● Notify school of student absence- each school has its own attendance email

schoolnameattendance@allentownsd.org

If students are absent 3 or more days, a doctor’s note is required.

WHEN CAN MY CHILD RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER AN ABSENCE DUE TO
COVID-19 OR SUSPECTED COVID-19?

Students may return to school with a negative COVID-19 test from a medical provider

Following a positive COVID-19 test student may return to school when:

At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared AND

At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without using any medicine AND

Symptoms have improved

If a symptomatic student is not tested for COVID-19, they must follow the same protocol
as if there was a positive test.

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD DEVELOPS SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 IN SCHOOL?

If a student develops signs and symptoms of COVID-19, they will be immediately
assessed by the school nurse. The student will be moved to a dedicated isolation space
for students showing symptoms of COVID-19. The nurse will contact the parent/guardian.
It is imperative that the student be picked up immediately. Upon pick-up, the nurse will
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provide instructions on follow-up care and when the student may return to school. Please
keep the nurse updated with test results as a negative COVID test can allow an earlier
return to school date.

HOW WILL VISITS TO THE HEALTH ROOM BE MANAGED?

Our goal is to minimize visits to the health room to prevent the potential spread of
infection. First and foremost, if your child is not feeling well, please keep them home. If a
student asks to go to the nurse, the teacher will call the health room first. In some cases,
the nurse may be able to offer guidance over the phone. Teachers will have basic
supplies in the classroom including: Band-Aids, tooth chests, tissues, and sanitary pads.
This will limit unnecessary visits to the health room. If possible, please encourage
students to bring personal supplies from home such as lip ointment and sanitary pads.
For elementary students, please send a change of clothes as the nurse will not be able to
provide clothing changes. Please consider signing the parental consent for medication
administration. Students will not be able to use heating pads, get ice packs for headaches
(unless there is an injury), and rest in the health room. Medication administration will be
safer and more effective in most situations. Exceptions to the above are accommodations
that are written into 504/IEP plans or from a doctor’s note.

WHAT IF I HAVE CHILDREN IN DIFFERENT SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND ONE OF MY
CHILDREN IS BEING SENT HOME WITH SUSPECTED COVID-19?

Siblings who are asymptomatic (not showing any COVID-19 symptoms) may remain in
school and continue normal activities while a sibling is pending test results. If the test is
positive for COVID-19, or if the sibling starts showing symptoms of COVID-19, then they
must also quarantine.

WHAT IF SOMEONE IN THE HOME HAS TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19?

If anyone living in the home has tested positive for COVID-19, all students who attend
Allentown School District schools must remain home for 14 days. Anyone who becomes
symptomatic during that time should seek COVID-19 testing.

WHAT IF MY CHILD TRAVELS OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES?

Travel can increase your chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. Guidance related to travel
and quarantine after travel depends on your immunization status and changes frequently. If you
plan to travel, please visit the CDC website for travel guidance and quarantine requirements.  If
you have any questions, ask your school nurse.
For travel within the US:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
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For travel outside the US:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html

Special Education Frequently Asked Questions

When will students with disabilities return to in-person learning?

On April 19th students in Kindergarten through 5th grade and on April 26th
students in 6th grade through 12th grade receiving services primarily in the special
education setting for the majority of the school day (self-contained) using an adapted
curriculum and participating in the Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment
(PASA) will return to in-person learning.

Students  will participate in-person learning 4 days a week (Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday) and virtual learning on Wednesdays.  Special education
teachers will contact the parents of students who will return to in-person learning
on April 19 th or April 26 th.

On April 19th students in Kindergarten through 5th grade and on April 26th
students in 6th grade through 12th grade receiving instruction primarily in the
general education curriculum will follow the district-wide return plan and timeline.
To ensure continued equitable access to educational opportunities and the
provision of a free and appropriate education, these students will follow the
division-wide cohort hybrid schedule for their assigned cohort which includes 2
days per week of in-person learning and 3 days per week of virtual learning.
Specially designed instruction will continue to be provided according to their IEP or
504 Plan.

What if my child receives transportation as a related service?

Schools will contact parents to provide transportation information. Parents should confirm
that the contact information that has been provided to their child’s school is current.

If my child receives related services (speech and language, physical therapy,
occupational therapy) when and how will these services be provided?
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For students who return to in-person learning, Related Service providers will continue to
collaborate with teachers and other service providers to coordinate schedules to provide
these services when possible during the scheduled in-person learning days.

When and how will my child’s Annual IEP meeting be held?

All IEP meetings will continue to be held using a virtual platform.  Meetings may be held
using video-conferencing or tele-conferencing tools (ex. ZOOM, conference call,
telephone).

Special education teachers will communicate with parents to schedule these meetings in
a timely manner and, at that time, determine parents/guardians preferred virtual platform
for the IEP meeting.

What if my child has issues with wearing a mask or will not wear a mask?

Appropriate and consistent use of masks may be challenging for some children and for
people of any age with certain disabilities, including people who have high sensitivity to
materials on their faces, difficulty understanding why wearing a mask is protective (such
as those with an intellectual disability), or those who have problems controlling their
behavior. The Allentown School District is recommending the following:

Practice wearing masks at home before the student returns to school for short
periods of time, while doing a favorite activity, to build tolerance.
https://www.ferndaleschools.org/return/special/

Share social stories about masks with students so they know what to expect at
school. A social story is similar to a simple picture book that teaches students
about what to expect in social settings.
Introduce students with sensory concerns or tactile sensitivities to masks with a
variety of materials, prints, and textures, and allow them to choose which mask is
most comfortable.

Use behavioral techniques such as positive reinforcement to increase the
likelihood that students will comply with mask guidance and other prevention
practices.
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If your child has an issue with wearing a mask due to a disability, please contact
your school for an IEP meeting.

Helpful links to help students wear mask:
Answers to FAQs: Universal Face Covering Order
Trouble Wearing a Mask: How to Help Kids at School
How to Help Students Get Used to Masks
My child won't wear a mask | School and IEP Accommodations | Ideas

6. What if I opt to have my child continue with remote learning for the
remainder of the year and then want to change to hybrid in-person learning?

Contact your child’s Principal.

If your child needs transportation, please let the Principal know that too.
Transportation takes time to set up so parents may need to transport their
child until set up.

7. Who can I contact from the Special Education Department if I have questions
that are not listed here?  Please contact our Special Education Supervisors:

Elementary Schools - Mr. Mark Stoltz - stoltzm@allentownsd.org -
484-765-4044
Middle Schools - Ms. Elizabeth Serrano - serranoe@allentownsd.org -
484-765-4059
High Schools - Mrs. Christine Piripavel - piripavelc@allentownsd.org - 484-

Mental Health Support

You may experience increased stress during this pandemic. Fear and anxiety can be
overwhelming and cause strong emotions. Please contact your school counselor if your
child is in need of additional support.

Get Immediate Help in a Crisis

● Call 911
● Disaster Distress Helplineexternal icon: CALL or TEXT 1-800-985-5990 (press 2

for Spanish).
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● National Suicide Prevention Lifelineexternal icon: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) for
English, 1-888-628-9454 for Spanish, or Lifeline Crisis Chatexternal icon.

● National Domestic Violence Hotlineexternal icon: 1-800-799-7233 or text LOVEIS
to 22522

● National Child Abuse Hotlineexternal icon: 1-800-4AChild (1-800-422-4453) or text
1-800-422-4453

● National Sexual Assault Hotlineexternal icon: 1-800-656-HOPE (4673) or Online
Chatexternal icon

Find a health care provider or treatment for substance use disorder and mental health:

● SAMHSA’s National Helplineexternal icon: 1-800-662-HELP (4357) and TTY
1-800-487-4889

● Treatment Services Locator Websiteexternal icon
● Interactive Map of Selected Federally Qualified Health Centersexternal icon
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